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In early July you should have received a
letter from the IMVS outlining changes
to Pap smear procedures in the light of
a recent Government review.

The Medical Services Advisory Board
has advised the Minister there is
insufficient evidence to support the
claim that Liquid Based Cytology
screening (ThinPrep) is superior to
conventional smears. As a result
conventional smears continue to be the
only cervical cytology covered by the
Medical Benefits Schedule.

From the 1st August 2003 the use of
ThinPrep will be restricted to the
following situations:

ThinPrep Screening

IMVS Call Centre
• Metropolitan  8222 3000   • Regional and country  1800 188 077

ThinPrep Screening
• unsuitable specimens e.g. blood

contamination or excessive
inflammation

• inconclusive screen results by
conventional smear

• normal screen results but where the
patient has an abnormal clinical
history.

Please be assured
• all normal conventional smears will

continue to be re-screened
• ThinPrep testing when indicated

will be done at no cost to the
patient

• all liquid based samples will be
retained by the IMVS for a period of
one month.
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